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Due to the increase on the scale of human impact, especially in the last century, it has 
disturbed balance in the biosphere, which can lead to irreversible processes and raise the ques-
tion about the possibility of life on the planet. This is due to the development of industry, 
energy, transport, agriculture and other human activities without taking into account the 
Earth's biosphere opportunities. The rockforming human activity has become widely spread 
which significantly violates many natural lithogenic processes of sedimentary rocks forming. 
When we contrast ourselves nature rejoicing illusion of "freedom" from it, then we will in-
evitably come into conflict with nature. It is believed that as a result of economic activity of 
people over the past 50 years, our planet has changed to a greater extent than those  
800 thousand years that separate us from the beginning of human mastery of fire. 

The result̶ a sharp deterioration of the ecological systems, sometimes even the death of 
the unique natural complexes, the reduction and disappearance of populations of individual 
species of plants and animals, the risk of irreversible changes in the structures of the geo-
graphical areas, which can lead to unpredictable negative consequences for human society as 
a whole. Humanity has come to a point, beyond which are clearly close enough contours of 
ecological drama. 

Scientific Supervisor – PhD, Associated Professor Anna Kiriyak 
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THE FIGHT FOR UKRAINE’S AUTONOMY IN ODESA IN 1917 

Kruszelnicky Vladislav, student of the educational-qualificational level ‘Bachelor’ facul-

ty of the information technology and cybernetics. 

Odessa National Academy of the Food Technologies, Odesa. 

2017 marks 100 year anniversary of the beginning of Ukrainian national democratic 
revolution of 1917-1921. Odessa had become one of the centers of the revolutionary move-
ment in Ukraine. During the first months of revolution the political parties’ cells were created 
and new organizations established, which started to perform the functions of authority. 

The first among Odessa Ukrainian population to show active position were students. 
On March 3, they held an open meeting and issued a proclamation, which demanded imple-
mentation of Ukraine’s autonomy in the federal union of peoples, convention of Ukrainian 
Seim, usage of Ukrainian language in all institutions and schools in Ukraine, opening the 
Ukrainian universities and introducing Ukrainian studies in the universities where Russian 
was the language of instruction, etc. 

The next day the Ukrainian community of the city held its first meeting during which 
it decided to unite all Ukrainian organizations into a single Odessa Ukrainian Governing 
Committee (UGC), headed by Serhiy Shelukhin. UGC initiated three Ukrainian Viche (public 
gatherings) in March, which had on the agenda the demand of Ukraine’s autonomy within 
federal Russian republic [1, P. 97]. 

One of the most pressing issues of the revolution was ‘the question of the land’, i.e. 
redistribution of landed estates for the benefit of farmers. On 6-8 of April the Peasant Con-
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gress was held in Odessa, during which the members of UGC tried to persuade the delegates 
that the autonomy for Ukraine is necessary for resolving the ‘question of the land’ according 
to the national traditions of land use, and that could only be done by the Ukrainian authorities. 
The representatives of pan-Russian parties were persuading the delegates that the ‘land law’ 
could be approved by the Pan-Russian Constituent Assembly. 

Apart of ‘the question of the land’, the whole society was extremely concerned with 
‘the question of the war’: either to finish it or to continue. Under any circumstances, the army 
is an inherent part of the state. The military representatives of Ukrainian community of the 
city contributed to the creation of national armed forces. On April 26 was held the Constituent 
Assembly of Odessa Ukrainian Military Council, which approved the Articles of Association 
and elected the Executive Committee. The Chairman of the Committee became military doc-
tor Ivan Lutsenko [2, P. 98]. 

In the end, UGC and OUMC carried out active policy aimed at achieving Ukrainian 
autonomy which enabled aproclamation of the I Universal of the Ukrainian Central Rada. 

Scientific Supervisor – PhD. Shyshko O.G. 
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