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FOOD SECURITY OF THE GRAIN SECTOR OF UKRAINE

Sokolovskaya Olena
Ph.D. Senior Lecturer
Valevskaya Liudmyla
Ph.D Associate Professor
Shalenyy Volodymyr
Ph.D Associate Professor

Odesa National Academy of Food Technologies

Abstract: Food security is the most important factor in the national security of
any state. Especially now, in the context of active European integration on the one
hand, and at the same time, a large-scale socio-economic crisis and hostilities in the
east.

Keywords:food: security, grain complex, production, grain, economy.

Today, Ukraine faces significant challenges to its food security, so the issue of
strengthening it is more acute than ever.

The grain product complex traditionally occupies one of the priority places
among the main branches of agriculture of Ukraine both in terms of production and
technical characteristics, and in terms of turnover of funds. Its resource potential is of
great importance for the national economy of the state, ensuring its food security. The
state of grain economy determines the development of all branches of agro-industrial
production and the level of welfare of the people.

Depending on the volume of grain production, the population will be provided
with the main food product - bread, and industry - raw materials. Highly developed
grain farms play a significant role in the expansion of meat and dairy farming, pig
farming and poultry farming. With the deepening of the international division of

labor, economic differences between countries and their different supply of grain of
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their own production, this product is becoming one of the most important objects of
foreign trade. Grain production in Ukraine is undergoing significant changes in
connection with the development of new forms of management and the development
of homestead farming, the peculiarities of the formation of the grain market in a
market economy [3].

Today, the world grain market has a stable specialization: grain production is
concentrated in developed countries, and many developing countries are unable to
solve their grain problems and are forced to go to large-scale grain imports. As a
result, world grain trade is growing. The state of the country's grain market is an
important indicator of the quality of economic reforms carried out in the country, the
implementation of agri-food policy. Given the scale and completeness of the
elements of economic relations, the grain market can serve as a kind of development
model for other markets for agricultural products, raw materials and food [2].

According to the State Statistics Service of Ukraine, in 2018 the production of
cereals and legumes amounted to more than 70 million tons. The most common in the
world today are three cereals, such as wheat, corn and rice, which is primarily due to
differences in culture and consumption traditions in different regions of the world. In
Ukraine, the first place in the structure of grain production belongs to corn 35.8
million tons, wheat - 24.6 million tons, barley - 7.3 million tons, rye - 0.4 million
tons. Among oilseeds, the leaders are traditionally sunflower, its production
amounted to 14.2 million tons, soybeans - 4.5 million tons, and rapeseed 2.7 million
tons.

The country's level of food security is characterized by interrelated indicators.
These include: the country's self-sufficiency in food, the independence of the
country's food supply and resource provision of the industrial complex from imported
supplies; the size of strategic and operational food stocks in accordance with
regulatory needs; the level of food production, especially their basic types, per capita;
the level of consumption of the most vital foods; the level of physical and economic
availability of food for different categories of the population; stability and

affordability of basic foodstuffs; quality and environmental friendliness of food [1].
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At the global level, a special methodological framework is used to assess the
level of food security. The most well-known indicator of the level of food security
characterizes the ratio of world grain stocks to global consumption. The level of
transitional stocks, corresponding to 60 days of world grain consumption, or about
17% of its total consumption per year, is considered safe. The rest of the indicators
characterize the situation with grain for the main exporting and importing countries
[1].

The huge potential of the country's grain economy should be considered and
evaluated as a national treasure, a constant huge source of national wealth, the
rational use of which can solve almost all numerous issues of food security,
sustainable export of grain, really turning it into a strong lever The production of the
grain industry itself, which can have a significant positive impact on the entire
economy of Ukraine. In addition, having chernozem soils and grain resources,
developing grain farming on the basis of efficient resource-saving technologies, it can
fully provide food not only to its population, but also make a worthy contribution to

solving the world food problem.
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